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Summary
• Nationally, cases were down 5% in the last week, down 36% in New Mexico, and down 76% in Taos County.
• The 7-day average daily case count in New Mexico decreased to 140 cases per day from 220 last week. The 7-day average
peaked on Friday, January 21 at a record 5,571 cases per day.
• Current hospitalizations in NM decreased 27%, the 7-day average is 115. Down from a peak of 682 on Jan 28.
• Average deaths per day in NM decreased to 11 per day from 13 per day the prior week. Down from 23 at the end of January.
• There were 6 new cases in Taos County last week, down from 25 the prior week, bringing the total to 5,293.
• There were no additional deaths reported among Taos County residents last week. The total remains at 89.
• Testing in Taos County decreased to a 7-day average of 82 tests per day, down from 99 the prior week.
• Taos County is considered by the CDC to have a Low Level of Covid-19.
• Taos County’s adult fully vaccinated rate is 89%. 59% of Taos County adults have received the booster, compared to 45% in NM.

Last 7 Days

Comparing states by
Weekly Case Rate
•

Nationally, the case count decreased by 5%
week on week. 38 of 52 states and
territories reported a decrease in cases last
week. Average daily cases are below 40k per
day.

•

The national case rate was 65 cases per 100k
population last week, down from 68 the prior
week.

•

The case rate in New Mexico decreased by
36% to 47 cases per 100k pop.

•

New Mexico had the 22nd lowest case rate
(47) in the nation, below the national
average (65).

•

Florida and DC did not report any cases last
week, likely a change in their reporting
systems as opposed to zero actual cases.

USA

New Cases Last Week

217K

New Cases Previous Week

227K

Case Growth
Cases per 100k Last Week

-5%
65

Source: CDC

National Trends: Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths
Source: CDC
Cases

Deaths

•

Nationally, the decrease in cases continues, but more
slowly than in recent weeks. Daily case average = 28K
(Mar 20) down from a peak of 808k (Jan 15)

•

Hospitalizations are past peak and decreasing. Current
hospitalizations are averaging 18k over the last week (to
Mar 17). Down from a peak of 147k (Jan 20).

•

Deaths typically trend a further week or two behind
hospitalizations and are decreasing rapidly from peak.
Current average daily deaths are down to 901 (Mar 17),
from 2,500 on February 2.

•

•

The seven day average decreased 36%
to 140 per day, down from 220 the
previous week.
Current Hospitalizations decreased
27% to a 7-day daily average of 115,
down from a peak of 682 on Jan 28.
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Comparing Counties
by Weekly Case Rate
•

There were just six cases in Taos County
last week. Down from 25 the week
before.

•

Taos County had the 7th lowest case rate
in the state. A case rate of 18 is
considered a moderate transmission rate
by the CDC. A case rate below 10 is
considered low.

•

Only Mora and Valencia counties
experienced an increase in cases last
week.

•

Case rates are lowest in the southeast
region of the state.

CDC COVID-19
Community Level Guidelines
Incorporating:
• 7-day case rate (per 100k pop)
• 7-day new hospital admissions rate (per 100k pop)
• 7-day % of staffed inpatient beds occupied by COVID-19 patients

New Mexico
Community Levels
•

Source:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html

•

This map was last updated Mar 17, 2022.
When the Taos County Community level was
Low.

•

Hospital data is aggregated to a regional
level. Taos County is in the Santa Fe Health
Service Area, which also includes Santa Fe,
Los Alamos, and Rio Arriba counties.

1.

Taos County was at 64 cases per 100k
population. (CDC, Mar 16)

2.

Santa Fe Health Service Area Covid Hospital
Admissions per 100k = 5.4. (CDC, Mar 15)

3.

Santa Fe Health Service Area Covid Inpatient
Bed Utilization = 5.3%. (CDC, Mar 15)

How does this work?
For an easy to use tool use:
Lookup COVID-19 Community Level

(last update was Mar 17, when level was low).

To manually determine the COVID-19 community
level:
1.

First determine whether a county, state, or
territory has fewer than 200 new cases per
100,000 people in the past 7 days or 200 new
cases or more per 100,000 people in the past 7
days.
1. Taos County was at 64 per 100k at the
last CDC update (CDC, Mar 16).

2.

Then, determine the level (low, medium, or
high) for the new admissions and inpatient
beds and indicators using the scale for the
area’s number for new cases.
1. Santa Fe Health Service Area Covid
Hospital Admissions per 100k = 5.4.
(CDC, Mar 15)
2. Santa Fe Health Service Area Covid
Inpatient Bed Utilization = 5.3%. (CDC,
Mar 15)

3.

The COVID-19 Community Level is based on
the higher of the new admissions and
inpatient beds metrics. As of today Taos
County is considered to have a low level of
Covid-19.

For full information on the community levels guidelines go to :
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html

CDC Recommendations
based on Community
Level
The chart to the right is a short summary, for
a full list of recommendations go to:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/science/community-levels.html

CDC Transmission Rate
Based Map of NM
•

Taos County is considered to have a Moderate
Transmission Level according to the CDC.

•

21 counties in NM and the majority of counties in
the USA are now considered to have a low or
moderate transmission rate.

•

The CDC’s recommendations have changed to
incorporate hospitalizations. See separate
preceding slides.

•

Previously, the CDC did not recommend masking
indoors at a moderate transmission level.

Reported Cases of
COVID-19 in
Taos County
•

The 7-day average daily case count fell to
less than 1 case per day.

•

Cases peaked on Friday, January 28, 2022
at a record 79 cases per day.

Taos County and New
Mexico’s Gating Criteria
•

Taos County’s 14 day case rate and
positivity rate decreased last week.

•

Case Rate decreased to 7 cases per 100k
population per day below the old red to
green target which was <10. For the first
time since August 2021.

•

Case Positivity decreased to 2.4%. Below
the old target of <7.5% for the first time
since December.

•

Testing averaged 82 tests per day over
the last week, down from 99 tests per day
the prior week.

Vaccination Stats

(March 15, 2022)

• Vaccination Rate aged 18+
• Taos

• 59% boosted
• 89% fully vaccinated
• 99% partially vaccinated

• NM

• 45% boosted
• 78% fully vaccinated
• 92% partially vaccinated

• Vaccination Rate aged 12–17 in NM
• 62% fully vaccinated
• 71% partially vaccinated

• Vaccination Rate aged 5-11 in NM
• 31% fully vaccinated
• 39% partially vaccinated

