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Taos County Cancels Contract with Town of Taos to House Inmates 
 

February 24, 2014 -  Taos County Manager, Stephen Archuleta, has notified the Town 
of Taos that effective in 30 days Taos County will terminate its inmate confinement 
contract with the Town and will no longer admit the Town’s detainees at the Taos 
County Detention Center on weekends (see attached letter).  The County’s action may 
force the Town to transport its detainees outside the county.  

Mayor Darren Cordova said, “I am disappointed the County is terminating our contract 
and no longer wants to work with us on this issue.  It is disheartening the County would 
prefer we take our detainees to another county, even after Town leaders and Town and 
County constituents supported and voted for the GRT increase that allowed for the 
construction of the new county jail and judicial facility. A major selling point to 
constituents for the new jail was to keep those inmate fees in our county.” 

In his notice, Archuleta offered a new contract but only on a case by case basis (also 
attached). In the current contract, all Town non-juvenile detainees are admitted during 
the weekend at no cost in exchange for in-kind Town police support on an on-call 
basis.  Taos County charges the Town a daily rate of $100 per detainee, $35 more than 
the rate of surrounding counties.  So far this fiscal year, the Town has paid $35,700 to 
Taos County for this service. The previous year it paid $55,900.  

-End- 
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