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For Immediate Release:

Press Release – Coyote Control
May 16, 2016 - The Town of Taos has entered into a contract with USDA, Wildlife
Services for Coyote Control. There has been increased Coyote activity throughout the
County this year and a significant number of mating pairs have been pushed into the
Town limits. Spring is particularly a critical time for human-coyote and pet-coyote
encounters because the mating pairs have dens of pups and they expand their need to
feed and become more aggressive in protecting their territory, especially around the
dens.
The Town has received complaints about the close proximity of the coyote pairs near Kit
Carson Park and reminds parents and pet owners that neither young children or pets
should be left alone outside at any time. Additionally, the same steps should be taken
during coyote season as with controlling bears, racoons and rodents. Do not put pet
food outside, keep garbage in sealed containers, keep your yard clear of trash piles and
old vehicles, make sure that all outbuildings, garages and empty structures are sealed,
hang bird feeders high enough to not be reached by animals and pick up any fruit that
may fall from trees. Motion sensitive lighting and loud noises also scare away most
nocturnal predators. Most importantly, do not confront the animal. Bring pets and
children inside and call animal control if the animal appears threatening.
In the interest of public safety, the Town’s agreement with USDA will institute a
progressive remedy approach. The process will begin with a series of non-lethal actions
carried out by wildlife officers to attempt to change the animals’ habits by deterring them
from populated areas and/or to relocate their dens and territories. If that does not work,
trapping and relocating will be attempted. Lethal alternatives will only be used as a last
resort and if the animals become openly hostile.
Please see the attached informational brochure produced by USDA for additional
information and for tips on reducing human and pet encounters with coyotes.
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